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pricked by the poetical version ; if a politi-
cian disclosed his weakness, his words were
caught up and made to turn him into ridi-
cule.    The wits were on the lookout for
humbug in any quarter, but they had their
pet aversions, Sam Adams and the Jaco-
bins being oftenest pilloried.   A bombastic
account of a thunder-storm in Boston ap-
pears to have given occasioh for the first
skit, and it was scarcely necessary to do
more than parody the grandiloquent news-
paper language.    " The clouds soon dissi-
pated,  and the appearance of  the azure
vault left trivial hopes  of   further need-
ful supplies from the uncorked bottles of
heaven.    In   a few moments the horizon
was again overshadowed, and an almost im-
penetrable gloom mantled the face of the
skies. . . . The majestic roar of disploded
thunders, now bursting with a sudden crash,
and now wasting the rumbling ECHO of their
sounds in other lands, added indescribable
grandeur to the sublime scene."    The sug-
gestion of  the " Echo "  came from this
phrase, and the success of the first venture
easily directed the writers into the use of
their instrument for lashing political ene-